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Are you Justin Bieber fans?    
'Cause if you like, the way, you look that much 
Oh baby, you should go and love yourself… ‘ (Love Yourself, 2015) 
 
In the song, ‘love yourself’, I feel it’s fair to say, it is an invitation to learn the art of love. If 

you haven’t realized the sacredness of love, if you haven’t felt the holiness of love, if you 

don’t know what does it mean to lose yourself, your ideas, your life patterns in love, if 

you’ve never felt hurt even at the idea of making someone feel small..oh baby you should 

go and love yourself.. oh baby you should invest in learning the art of love.. 

 

So a scholar of the Jewish law was confronted with this question, but how do I learn the art 

of love? How do I know who is my neighbor? Unfortunately, no Bieber then! But for his 

learning Jesus offered him a little story, a story about a man beaten up by robbers, injured, 

unable to lift himself, left behind by the road; a road going from Jerusalem to Jericho. Some 

scholars comment this winding road was about 25km… reasonably a long stretch. So who 

comes by? First, a priest, second, a Levite (let’s say a priest’s assistant); they “saw the man 

but passed by on the opposite side”. Luke wants the scholars of the law to pay attention to 

these words; saw, passed by, on the opposite side. It’s clear something is avoided here? 

That’s the real question: what’s avoided here? Jesus is saying to the Jewish keepers of the 

law that you have seen this injustice but you have passed by with your judgment, on the 

opposite side of salvation. Not that you have not known this injustice, you have known the 

law too well all along, “you shall love the lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your 

being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” But 

you have passed by on the opposite side of the road… ohhh baby you should go and love 

yourself.. learn the art of love. 

 

Who comes next? A Samaritan traveler: a person who doesn’t know the commandments of 

Jewish law, never studied like the lawyers, had never even known there is a God who calls 

for justice in the world.. what does he do? “He was moved with compassion at the sight”. he 

didn’t just see it (notice the contrast) but was moved by it..a response of the heart.. moved 

with what? Compassion: cum-passio (Lt), is to feel with, to feel with the victim, the person 

in need, the person who is lost and abandoned, this person who has no one to call his own 

but God. He approached him and took care of him, poured wine and oil over his wounds 

and took him to an inn where he could recover. In the story he stayed the night with him 

taking care of his needs. And the next morning he made sure that man’s extra expenses 

were looked after; my dear friends, what are we hearing here? We are hearing about a 

person who walks the extra mile to care for his neighbor; there is no mediocre love here 

but truly unconditional, generous love, as Jesus says elsewhere when you give, press it 

down the measure and give in abundance (LK6:38).. that’s what this Samaritan who has 

never learned a word about the scripture is living out… He truly knew the art of love and 



mercy.. he was an anonymous follower of God’s law (Cf Anonymous Christian -Karl Rahner 

SJ). 

 

So my dear friends, don’t you think we all need to invest in learning the art of love? We 

invest in learning many other arts and sciences throughout our life. As parents don’t we 

want our children to learn sciences, math, swimming, ballet, rock music, rock climbing… we 

want to give them the best of learning. But have we thought for a moment how do I help 

my child to learn the art of love. Or we have taken that for granted? 

 

You may say, but father, how could you say this, we come to church, we don’t miss Sunday 

mass, they have children’s liturgy, we pray at home.. are they not an investment to learn to 

love?  

If you say that I’m confronted with two questions: 

 

1. Can keeping the commandments/laws help us learn the art of love? Yes of course 

they can..but let’s be mindful that just like the scholars of law we may see injustice, a 

merciless event, ill-treatment towards someone, but may still pass by on the 

opposite side.. because laws address the mind and not the heart so we may not 

genuinely learn the art of love. 

2. In that case, is there anything beyond the commandments/laws? Yes, compassion. 

That’s what the Samaritan traveler is teaching us. My friends, compassion is God’s 

law written in our hearts (Cf first reading).  

 

I saw this poster somewhere which read, ‘beyond the fields of right and wrong, there 

is a field and I’ll meet you there.’ It’s about being able to go beyond the judgments 

we make. 

But, how do we learn compassion then? … ohh baby you should go and love 

yourself.. Compassion is an inside job, it begins with myself, I see how blessed and 

fortunate I’m, I see marks of goodness and beauty in me; I also learn my misgivings, 

my clumsiness, my selfishness- expressed and unexpressed, my obstinate 

tendencies, I learn my irritabilities, my reactions, my hurts, I learn my flaws in life, I 

even learn to forgive my failures and mistakes; All in all, it’s growing in awareness of 

my deepest desires. My dear friends, this is the starting point of learning to be 

merciful to my neighbor; unlike any other, it’s a greater investment for the kingdom 

of God.  

So if we want to talk about eternal life and salvation let’s learn NOT to be like the priest and 

the Levite who see injustice but pass by on the opposite side. Let the Samaritan traveler be 

our model; Jesus was that ‘good Samaritan’ who was moved with compassion seeing our 

humanity’s brokenness, he attended to us, our wounds and bandaged us, took care of us, 

paid an invaluable price in the end so that we may be alive before our living God. So let that 

justice inspire our learning to love, to walk on the same side of the road with my neighbors.  


